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However, Fitch managed to convince the priest
who examined him that his views were sound,
and he was set free. He still felt there were lands
for him to visit, so he started off for Central
India. He went to Allahabad, and there saw the
Brahmans by the river Ganges. He did not
approve of them, and said " they be a kind of
crafty people, worse than the Jews ". He crossed
right over to Siam, and went up country there.
Then at last, after seven years of wandering, he
turned for home. When he reached England he
found that his relations, having had no news of
him for so long, and believing him dead, had
divided up all his property, which^they now had
to give back to him. He had enjoyed his journey-
ings, but he brought Jback no hope of trade ;
he could only tell that there; was no hope of buying
gold or gems, and the cotton which he was offered
was not wanted in Europe.
These travellers had gone as peaceful men,
seeking trade, and so there are no heroic tales
of their doings. And yet, when we tMnk how far
they went, speaking no Eastern language, and
with no hope of rescue or help if they were in
difficulties, we must see that in their quieter way
they too must count as great adventurers.